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A Time for Giving 
(Eastern NM News title: “It’s a time for giving”) 

by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 
 

 Moving toward the holiday season, a common focus becomes giving, sharing, 
and helping one another. While these virtues should, of course, be daily practice year 
round, it’s perhaps good to pause at least once during the year to deliberately reflect. 
 Recently, Dr. Sylvia Martinez, principal at La Casita (LC), shared a number of 
things going on at her school. In addition to various academic activities, the music 
program is thriving at La Casita.  
 Kindergarten teacher Ivonne Flores, relatively new to LC, spends many hours 
outside of the school day working with LC’s well-known “Folklorico Dancers” who 
perform year round at a variety of events. Despite all the extra time and effort involved 
for her and her students, she says, “I do it because I love it!”  
 La Casita Music teacher, Diane Jones, feels the same way. An Idaho native, 
Jones is in her third year as La Casita’s music teacher. She is currently preparing 
students for their Christmas musical, “Santa’s Holiday Playlist,” which they’ll perform on 
December 15 at the Arts Academy at Bella Vista’s Performing Arts Center.  
 LC is one of our bi-lingual/dual language schools, and language is, of course, a 
constant consideration. Imagine preparing lessons daily in two languages; teaching in 
two languages; and…for multiple subjects!  
 Since Jones is English-speaking, I asked her how teaching music in English was 
working out with her students. She was extremely positive, sharing: “Music is different 
than other subjects. Most students – especially the older ones – understand enough 
English to make it work just fine; students always help out fellow students, too.” 
 This fall Jones has undertaken an additional project at La Casita. When she was 
able to acquire the use of seven electronic keyboards at no cost, Jones had an 
epiphany. Seeing those keyboards, it occurred to her that La Casita students rarely, if 
ever, have the opportunity to learn to play the piano.  
 She decided to change that. So, now, In addition to regular daily classroom 
duties, Jones offers free piano lessons after school to La Casita students, who have 
eagerly embraced the opportunity. Since students also don’t have access to an 
instrument at home for practicing Jones keeps the music room open for practice 
outside school hours. With the headphones that accompany the keyboards, it’s never a 
problem for students to practice simultaneously. 
 As Margaret Mead observed, “Never believe that a few caring people can’t 
change the world. For, indeed, that’s all who ever have.” 
                                 
 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleynkennedy@clovis-schools.org 
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